
Rock River Trail Section G

Site No. Site Name Community River Mi. Access 
Type

Signs Rest room Water Shelter Camping Vehicle 
Access

Latitude Longitude Notes

Rock County, WI  
Beloit Dam

Beloit 163.6 Portage Y 42 30 20 89 01 56 Long portage to John Rose Canoe/Kayak Launch 
1/2 mile downstream from dam on river right

G1 John Rose Canoe 
& Kayak Launch

Beloit 163.2 Carry-in Y N N N N Parking 
Lot

42 30 01 89 02 14 Put-in below dam 

 State Line 162.8 42 29 46 89 02 31

G3 Winnebago 
County, IL                  
Shirland Ave. 
Bridge

South Beloit 162.8 Developed N N N N N Parking 
Lot

42 29 45 89 02 29 Shirland Ave. parallels the state line just inside 
Wisconsin.  Rustic launch south of bridge, on river 
left, just across the state line in Illinois.

G4 Nature at the 
Confluence 
Environmental 

South Beloit 162.2 Carry-in Y Y Y Y N Parking 
Lot

42 29 37 89 02 29 Access from Dickop St., on Turtle Creek 150 yards 
upstream from confluence with the Rock, just past 
the railroad bridge

G6 J Norman Jensen 
Forest Preserve

Rockton 159.9 Alternate N N N N N Parking 
lot

42 28 10 89 04 40 Undeveloped on river right, about 300 yards from 
the parking lot, use only if unable to reach other 
Beloit or Rockton launch sites.

Rockton Spillway 
Dam

Rockton 158.9 Portage Y 42 27 37 89 04 51 Short portage at Spillway Dam on river right, 
avoid Millrace Dam & Power House

Millrace Island 
Forest Preserve

Rockton 157.6 Alternate N N N N N None 42 27 20 89 05 39 Undeveloped, difficult put-in/takeout at Rockton 
Rd. bridge on river right, other Rockton launch 
sites downstream are preferable.

G7 Macktown Forest 
Preserve

Rockton 157.1 Developed Y Y Y Y N Parking 
Lot

42 27 05 89 05 16 On river right, restrooms and other facilities are a 
long uphill walk from boat launch.

G8 Settlers Park Rockton 156.0 Carry-in  y y y y n Parking 
Lot

42 27 01 89 04 10 On river left close to downtown businesses. Put-
in/takeout is about 100 yards from parking lot, 
access the river from the bike/walking path.  River 
access is steep, the Rockton boat launch 
downstream provides easier access. Water 
fountain on back side of restroom shelter.

G9 Rockton Boat 
Ramp

Rockton 155.6 Developed Y Y N N N Parking 
Lot

42 27 01 89 03 38 On river left, immediately upstream from Illinois 
Rt. 2 bridge

G10 Hononegah Forest 
Preserve

Rockton 154.4 Developed Y Y N Y Y Parking 
Lot

42 26 02 89 03 06 Boat launch on river left just upstream from the 
island.  Campground about 1/4 mile from the 
launch.

G11 Riverside Park Roscoe 150.7 Developed Y Y Y Y N Parking 
Lot

42 24 49 89 01 01 Accessible, on river left just upstream from 
Roscoe Rd. bridge

 G12 Atwood 
Homestead Forest 

  

Machesney 
Park

147.2 Developed  Y Y N Y N Parking 
Lot

42 23 14 89 02 46 On river right, restroom & shelter 250 yard walk 
upstream on park road.  Accessible

G13 Atwood 
Homestead Forest 
Preserve - Old 
S ttl  P ili  

Machesney 
Park

146.9 Carry-in N Y N Y N Parking 
Lot

42 23 06 89 03 03 Dock and beach access located on river right at 
the southern edge of the forest preserve, with a 
large shelter, picnic tables , and toilets

G14 Stones Landing 
Park

Machesney 
Park

142.9 Developed N N N Y N Parking 
Lot

42 20 21 89 03 59 Access  from Old Harlem Rd and Shore Dr on river 
left, just north of Bauer Pkwy /Harlem Rd. bridge

G15 Sportscore I 
(Veterans 
Memorial Park)

Rockford 141.5 Developed Y Y Y Y N Parking 
Lot

42 19 29 89 04 04 Launch is from a lagoon, entrance on river right.  
The launch is not visible from the river, must 
paddle up the lagoon about 150 yards. Accessible

G16 Martin Park Loves Park 140.8 Developed Y Y Y Y N Parking 42 18 49 89 04 07 River left, accessible

G17 Shorewood Park Loves Park 140.0 Developed Y Y N N N Parking 42 18 06 89 03 53 River left, accessible

G18 Illinois Street Park Rockford 139.6 Developed N N Y N N Roadside 42 17 48 89 03 38 River left, at the south end of Illinois St, just 
before beginning of bike/rec path

G19 Nicholas 
Conservatory

Rockford 138.5 Carry-in Y N N N N Parking 
Lot

42 16 56 89 04 16 Water and restrooms available in the 
conservatory, admission fee. Accessible

G20 YMCA Sculling 
Docks

Rockford 137.8 Carry-in N Y N Y N Parking 
Lot

42 16 45 89 04 52 On river left, just before Whitman St. bridge, 
shelter under bridge if needed, restroom about 
100 yards upstream.

G21 Riverfront 
Museum Park

Rockford 137.5 Carry-in N N N N N Parking 
Lot

42 16 37 89 05 16 River right, restroom & water abailable in Burpee 
Museum of Natural History, admissin fee. 
Accessible

G22 Beattie Park Rockford 137.2 Carry-in Y N N Y N Parking 
Lot

42 16 25 89 05 26 On river right, downtown restaurants within 2-3 
blocks. Accessible

G23 Prairie Street 
Brewery & 
Restaurant

Rockford 137.2 Developed N Y Y Y N Parking 
Lot

42 16 23 89 05 17 On river left, public restroom available in brewery 
building with popular restaurant and brewpub, 
directly across the river from Beattie Park.  
Accessible

 G24 Rockford Public 
Library Dock

Rockford 137.0 Carry-in Y Y Y Y N Parking 
Lot

42 16 18 89 05 32 River right, restroom and water available in 
library, many nearby restaurants

G25 Founders Landing 
at Embassy Suites 
Hotel and 

Rockford 136.7 Carry-in N N N Y N Parking 
Lot

42 16 03 89 05 43 River right, portage site for Fordham Dam, water, 
food, etc. available in the hotel.  Accessible

FORDHAM DAM Rockford 136.6 Portage Y 42 15 57 89 05 44 Long portage, you may be able to launch on river 
left, across the pedestrian bridge, mile 136.4, class 
2 rapid.  This access point is sometimes blocked 
by a closed fence. Otherwise, launch at South Park 
on river right, mile 135.8 (Rock River Trail Section 
H)
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