
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix C  Dams and Portages - Current Conditions and Needs 

The 22 dams on the Rock River through Wisconsin and Illinois were evaluated for dam and portage safety and accessibility in 2012-early 2013.  
These checklists provide an important reference point for determining the need for safety improvements and enhancements.  Much work has 
been done by the Council to address some of these needs, so field verification of existing conditions should be made. 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 

     

General Comments 
Portage near spillway needs buoy-safety cable in place, 
improved path to put in.  Willow Street access site is long 
distance on city streets to put in below dam. 

Two portages - 
Willow Street and 

near spillway. Good 
landing with sign, 

choice of grass path 
or longer street 
route.  Some is 

rustic, with mostly  
ambient light 

Good landing, 
asphalt riverwalk 

path with aesthetic 
lighting 

Rocky shoreline 
with path, or short 

rustic carry over 
grassy point.  

Chute (river right) 
allows this dam to 

be run in low to 
medium water 

 

* Though there are not public facilities, nearby businesses (restaurants, etc.) may provide options. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



The dam 

has an extremely dangerous portage route, hard to see from the water, no signage, up and down with sharp rocks.  Should only be attempted by 

the most experienced paddlers. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


